April 2019
Message from the LSCB Chair, Chris Robson
Dear All,
Welcome to the April edition of our newsletter. I was struck this week by just how many fantastic people there are trying to safeguard young people in our
boroughs. People who give up their own time, do additional work & take responsibilities because of a passion to keep children safe. We're very good at
pointing out when people get things wrong but I think we could be better at saying well-done & thank you!

Recent positive inspections from our children's social care teams have highlighted the great work going on, Congratulations to them. I would like to send my
sincere thanks to all of you who work to safeguard our children, you really are valued.

Guidance on Restraint
The Equality and Human Rights Commission for Great Britain has published a human rights framework for restraint. Advice includes: when a decision is
made on whether and how to restrain a child, their best interests must be a primary consideration and techniques intended to inflict pain as a means of
control must not be used.
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/human-rights-framework-for-restraint.pdf

Vicky Fraser, Designated Nurse, Children Looked After wins South West London Alliance SAMs Partnership
award
Vicky facilitated Young Health Champions training for young people in Kingston and Richmond.

The Children in Care Council in our boroughs identified that they would like to improve their understanding of mental health and offer a drop in for their
peers. The group explained that they and their peers often experience mental health issues due to their childhood experiences. They felt their peers would
be very likely to listen to them as they had similar experiences but they didn't feel they had sufficient knowledge to help.

Vicky organised a six-week course. This was delivered in the evening as the young people had to attend school. The aim of the project was to promote the
health and wellbeing of children in care. The Youth Health Champion model is designed to give young people the skills, knowledge and confidence to act as
peer mentors, increasing awareness of healthy lifestyles and encouraging involvement in activities to promote good health.

SPA Referral
The SPA (MASH) is the 'front door' for AFC, we manage referrals for Safeguarding, Prevention & Early Help, Education Welfare and Child & Adolescent
Mental Health Services. The online referral pathway can be accessed by either Richmond or Kingston council websites, irrespective of which website one
has logged onto you will be linked to SPA referral portal on the Richmond Website (as this links to AFC systems).

The referral form asks a number of demographic questions and gathers information relating to the child and their family, any information relating to other
professionals working with the family is very helpful. If possible one should obtain consent from the Parent/Guardian before making a SPA referral.
However there are a number of exceptions where consent is not required including child protection (where a child is at risk of significant harm) or in cases
where you have been contacted by a 3rd party raising concerns for a child's safety or well being.

Our Partnership has adopted the Signs of Safety model; this practice model was developed in Western Australia and is widely used by leading Local
Authorities across the UK, it is a strengths based model that focuses on using plain and accessible language so that the family can have a clear
understanding of why professionals are worried. The principles of Signs Of Safety are reflected in the SPA referral form. The key Signs of Safety questions
are...
What are you worried about about?
What is working well?
What needs to happen?
SPA will make a decision within one working day of receiving the referral and you will receive feedback within 72 hours.

If you are not sure if you should make referral or would like to to discuss the matter first, the SPA offer pre-referral consultations, this allows anyone to call
SPA to seek advice from a SPA Manager or Social Worker, this can be done without providing the family's details if preferred. The SPA Manager can offer
advice in relation to procedures, threshold, intervention and referral process, however referrals need to made using the online form.

Should you have any concerns with regards to the service you have received from the SPA , the new referral from or wish to provide feedback regarding
your experience of the SPA service, please contact Sean Maguire (Head of Service, SPA & MASH): sean.maguire@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Trafficking
The NSPCC has a new, free service to provide advice about trafficking- Call on 0808 800 5000 or emailhelp@nspcc.org.uk for more information.

Child trafficking is child abuse and one of the criteria for referral to the MARVE. It's defined as recruiting, moving, receiving and harbouring children for the
purpose of exploitation (HM Government, 2011; DHSSPS and Northern Ireland and Police Service of Northern Ireland, 2011; Scottish Government, 2013; All
Wales Child Protection Review Group, 2011). Child trafficking is a form of modern slavery (HM Government, 2014). Many children are trafficked into the UK
from overseas, but children can also be trafficked from one part of the UK to another.

Children are trafficked for: child sexual exploitation, criminal activity, including: cannabis cultivation, street crime - such as pick pocketing,
begging and bag theft, moving drugs, benefit fraud, immigration fraud, selling pirated goods, such as DVDs, forced marriage, domestic
servitude, including: cleaning, childcare, cooking, forced labour, including working in: restaurants, car washing, nail bars, factories, agriculture,
illegal adoption, unreported private fostering arrangements (for any exploitative purpose).

More information here: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/child-trafficking-advice-centre/
NSPCC leaflets here: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/leaflets/trafficking/

Child Safety Week 3-9th June 2019 #familylifetoday
This year's theme for Child Safety week is Family life today: where’s the risk? It highlights the new dangers facing families today from our modern
lifestyles and offers simple solutions to keep children safe. Please be thinking in your sector or agency how you can promote these simple child safety
messages with parents, carers, children, volunteers and staff members. More information here:

https://www.capt.org.uk/child-safety-week

Upcoming LSCB Training
The LSCB offers training courses to all working with children and families. Here is a list of available courses in May;
LSCB Child Sexual Exploitation (Level 3) - 01/05/2019
LSCB Safeguarding Children: A Shared Responsibility Level 2 (Richmond) - 02/05/2019
Training for Trainers - 09/05/2019
Safeguarding Children: Child Protection Process Level 3 (Richmond) - 11/05/2019
Female Genital Mutilation - 14/05/2019
Working with Difficult, Evasive and Challenging Families - 15/05/2019
LSCB Understanding and Managing Childhood Neglect (Level 3) - 16/05/2019
CHILD EXPLOITATION ACTION LEARNING SESSION FOR MANAGERS - 17/05/2019
Safeguarding Children: Child Protection Process Refresher (Level 3) (Richmond) - 18/05/2019
LSCB Safeguarding Children: A Shared Responsibility Level 2 (Kingston) - 23/05/2019
If you work within education and are interested in going on any of these courses and you can apply
here: https://www.afccpdonline.co.uk/earlyyears/courses/bookings/default.asp?curpage=2

Otherwise you can apply for any here: http://kingstonandrichmondlscb.org.uk/training.php

